
MINUTES

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

5 FEBRUARY 2019

Present:

Members:

Councillors: Adeleke
Armytage
Mrs Bassadone
P Hearn
Imarni (Vice-Chairman)
Mahmood (Chairman)
W Wyatt-Lowe

Portfolio Holders – Councillor Griffiths (Housing) Councillor Marshall 
(Environmental Services) Councillor Harden (Community and regulatory Services)

Officers:
James Deane Corporate Director (Finance & Operations)
Natasha Beresford Strategic Housing Group Manager
Fiona Williamson Assistant Director (Housing)
Mark Gaynor Corporate Director (Housing & Regeneration)
Caroline Souto Financial Planning & Analysis Team Leader
Linda Roberts Assistant Director (Performance, People & Innovation)
Kayley Johnston Member Support Officer (Minutes)

The meeting began at 7.30 pm

16  MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Community OSC meeting on 23rd Jan 2019 were 
agreed by Members and signed by the Chair.

17  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Cllr Conway and Cllr England as he was asked to sub at 
SPAE

18  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There was no declaration of interest.



19  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

20  CONSIDERATION OF ANY MATTER REFERRED TO THE 
COMMITTEE IN RELATION TO CALL-IN

None.

21  BUDGET PREPARATIONS 2019/20

L Roberts presented a presentation and explained how the budget will be staying the 
same.

Cllr Mahmood asked if the budget was spent last year.

L Roberts said yes we always make sure it’s spent and all individual cases are 
reviewed.

Cllr Mahmood referred to allocations, and asked how it’s done?

L Roberts said we get new ones and established ones they vary.

Cllr Mahmood said it is very important to get new ones on board.

Cllr Pringle asked how we publicise it, is it just on the website.

L Roberts said mainly on the website but councillors make it clear in their areas 
about the grant. We do support people if they speak to us about it and we also 
advertise it in the digital digest.

Cllr Harden said bids up to £500 and £10,000 have been approved those that put in 
higher bids of up to £10,000 have to be approved by himself. The £500 bids are not 
well presented but those that know about it take advantage so it does get used but it 
could be promoted more.

Cllr Pringle asked what the criteria was for a registered bid/charity.

Cllr Harden said the application is on the website it can be as simple as a 
recommendation from a Cllr.

Cllr Adeleke said what is the upper limit.

Cllr Harden said £500-£5,000 approved by an officer panel and £10,000 has to be 
approved by himself.

Cllr Adeleke asked what happens to the sub loss.

L Roberts if they’re not successful we make other recommendations of funding 
available.
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Cllr Adeleke expressed how fantastic this was and needs to be publicised more and 
what great initiative used by DBC.

Cllr Harden said if you remember a few years back we did have a big cheque which 
we presented people. We do encourage the groups to publicise it themselves.

Cllr Adeleke suggested if we could tie something into the contract to make them 
publicise it.

Cllr Harden said that some organisations don’t have the time to do press releases, 
we do our bit and advertise it but a lot of these small organisations don’t have the 
time or resources. Sometimes the papers don’t always publish the stories, we do the 
best we can.

F Williamson gave a brief update on her presentation. There is one change, which is 
the Team Leader for the Private rented sector, which had been discussed at the 
January meeting.

Cllr Mahmood referred to page 38, there was a variation in graphs, the income and 
grants and the contribution figures are high. (Those in red)

N Beresford said that these refer to the flexible home grant funds and the 
homelessness reduction act and income from temporary accommodation. She 
confirmed that they are both positives.

22  WORK PROGRAMME

Agreed

The Meeting ended at 8.30 pm


